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FIVE YEARS TOPUT
NAVY INCONDITION

Rear-Admiral Fiske Refers to De-
ficiency in Aircraft, Submarines
and Trained Men.

BEFORE HOUSE COMMITTEE

Expresses View as to Possibility
of Foreign Craft Dropping
Bombs on ' American Cities.

WASHINGTON, December 15 —Flve
yeara would required to put the
United States Nuvy in the highest state
of efficiency to meet a hostile fleet, ac-
cording to n =statcment to-day by Rear-
Admiral Fiske, before the House Naval
Commlittee. The admiral, who s chlef
of the Rurcau of Operatlions, member
of the general board, and a
president of the paval Institute, sald
the navy was  deticient in aireraft,
mines, scoul crulsers, torpedo-boat da-
stroyers, submnrines and In number
of tralned oMeers and men, and had no
mlne sweepers,

(1

Members of the committes were par-
tieulnrly Interested in Adimiral Fisk's
view am to the possibility of forelen
aireraft droppine bombs on American
citles. e expressed the opinlon that
an attacking fMect alght begin sending
ite nlrahips  on  Lbomb-dropping  trips

over New York from a range of 500 ur
500 miles off the et

former |

|
|
|
t
[

By e
{-hav

One  foreien whicli wias uat |
naned, the admiral o, war more ef-
flelent than the Amer n In gun-
nery. This, he declared, however, was
80 only beecnuse the American mnrks- |
men has not been given adegunte op- |
portunity for practice In speaking of
the “highest state of efficlency,” the
officer explained that he had by omind |
the state of o certaln unnamed power, |

coast patrol ships while carrving on
the bombardment.

The admiralty announced to-night,
through the ofMeial press hureau, ths
the lght erulser Patrol amd the tor- |
pedo-destroyer Doon were among the !
Hritish warships that attacked the Ger-
man rajders.  They were heavily en-
Penged, and ecame off with some casual-
i, Aboard the Patrol four were
Killedl wnd four wonnded, while on the
fwwen one wag  killed and  «eleven
wounded,

UnieMelal reports are that the Ger-

whonse officers and men have inhred the

spirit of o military
SEVERAL REFER

natlon
CEs
T GRIRMAN

IAILD

NUMBER OF KILLED

INGREASED T0 143

Casualty List as Result of Ger-
man Naval Raid Grows
With Rapidity.

AN 500 WOUNDED

MORE TH

British Coast Patrol Ships En-
gaged Enemy During
Bombardment.

[Special Cable to The Times-Dispateh.]

LONXNDON, December 17.—The casual- |

¥ H8L an n result of the German naval

rilid on the cast coast of Englund early |
four |

yvesterday
towns were shelled,
and many of the
wounded, is

in  which
meny lives

maorning.

lnst

rrowlng  with startling !
p rapidiny
f-‘u,-nrv.u to-night show that 143 per-

sonE were killed, of whom only a amall
percentayge were combatants, and
bren reported wounded,
Elmultaneously with ‘the
the report of casuallles
Hartleponl, where the
Hartlepool and West Hartlepoo)
reached the figure of seventy-nine
kKilled and 220 wounded, there came the
frat definlte news that the German

receipt
from West
ofMecial iist in

ships had neen engaged by Lhe Hritlsh |

man ships d4d not esecape without suf-

fering severe damage. Several iare pe-

! ported to have been struck.

The Geérman raid on the Hritish const |

wid referred to sevoral times, and the
atmiral suggested that if the British
hind Liad five or six fast sub Ines in
the vieinlty of the attachked A, the
posathillty of the bombardment woulbd
hnve Leen yeduced e sadd thut f the
tierman cruliers pussed through Eng-
Hsh mines the oxg mation: might he

“thit, by the wonlderful svetem of aples

Germiany has, it n v found oul
Jugt where those e were loealed,”
He added, though, that possibly the

Giennan crulgers earvicd mine sweepers

The oflicer sald nn espemy could at-
tack the Panmina Canal g0 long as the
Amerfean  nav: controlled the sen.
With the feet defented, however, he
thouight there would be no securhty for
this, “the most vulnerables port of our
ossasslons™

"Couldn't you- mine there as well as
wnywhere elge ‘and protect the moulh

of the Panama Cannl?” he way astoed

“Y ey

“t'ould you prevent a hostile fHeet
from coming into the canal with the
defenses thege now ™

“1 Ehould say nor”

The tortficatlons alone, he cxplained,

Woulid not b sathieient, “hbecat 4 hos-
tile fleet could land men o few miles
awiy,

Under further guestioning, the ad-
miral sail the Europ owar would
hring Uk that 1o oue  could
mrophies: that among the possi-
Tilitles w AHrecinent hetween somse
af the fi £ to “let one giti-
other slone an certadn eopditions,
which might involve the integrity of
the Canal Zone :

Representative tiarduer, of Massa-

chusetls,
the

will e the i witpess
naval hearings to-morrow

SOUTH |

‘Tremendous Invrense In Acrenge Shown
In Government Estimate,

WASHINGTON, December |-
mendous Increages In the aerea
voted to the planting of winter wheat
in the South were shown to-day in
the Department of Agriculture's estl-
mite of the total area sown in the
I'nited States, That amounts to 41,-
263,000 acres, an inerease of 4,135,000
Reres over the arep sown Inst fall,
and on whilch the record crop of 681,-
%90,000 busheln of winter wheat was
harvested thls yvear,

The crop of wintyr wheat on De-
cember | was 88,3 per cent of a normal,
almost 1) per cent lower than
last year at this time, and 2
helow the ten-year average
vomber 1.

South Carolinn's acreage was in-
creased 200 per cent compared with
thke 1013 planting: North Carolina,
per cent, Virginla, 60 per cont,
Tenressee, 20 per cent,

In the great wheat-growing
tne inerease In acreage range from 5
10 15 per eant, except in the joreatest
of winter wheat States, lkansas, whera
a 2 per cent decrease In acrenge Is
shown,

S PLANTING WHEAT
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SCHOONERS BLOWN ASHORE
One In l'nmplq-l_l: .\\'r“l"l"k. but Other In
Floated by Own Crew.

MORBILE, ALA. December 17.—Two
scthooners  wers hlown  ashore  on
Chaneller Island, ffiy-five miles west

ol Mablle Bar, on Tuesdny night and
Wednesday murning, aceording to news

and

| inlliet

|

twenty-three feetl
Pilraws
1

i in

ENGLISH SHIPS ATTEMPT
™) INFLICT

Members of the erew of the
stroved [oon related how the
ships, with others whose ldentity could
not be  made out  In the milst,
struck at the Germnng despite thelr
*Uperlor strength, hotn in weight of
#uns and thelr bhest to
Gunners reported that
thelr shots were good hits
Finally Hre of the German heavs
gitns b me =0 terrific that the licht
crulsers were forced to run for it

The UHght crulser Puatrol was lald
down in 1603, She s 370 feet long
A8.7 feet beam, with n draft of
feel, Her displacement |s i
tuny; her speed 25 knots. Her armor
Is 2,5 Inches thick on the slopes and
.6 Inches on the flat. She carries nine
four-inch (.30  callbre) guns, elxht
three-pounders - and two elghteen-inch
torpedo tubes above water. Her com-
prembAt s 288 men,

The torpedo-déstroyer Doon was laid
down In 1905 She ia 220 feet
on the beam and
vight feet. Her displacement
345 tons, and her speed 258 knals,
Like nll the destroyers of the “E” class,
she ‘rivy four three-lnch guns and
two ecighteen-ineh torpedo tubes above

e

ahips, and did
damage.
of

severnl

the water line. Her complement is
seventy men,

Three sghips have already been sunk
by the mines, and to-day the British
admmiralty closed to traffic the waters |
between Flamborough Head and New-

castle,

Whilee the wounded were being land- |

Inhabltants severely |

nf:

has |

DAMAGE |

LW |

long, |

H
|
[
!

(o]
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AFFAIRS NORMAL ACHN
INENGLISH CORST TOWNS

| Will Not Be Long Before All Marks
! of Gunfice Are Re- 5

| moved,

NO  EXCITEMENT IN BRITAIN

'One Effect of Bombardment Is Boom
| in Recruiting, Which, It
dicted, Will Be Worth Two Corps
to Kitchener's Army.

LONDON, DRecember 17 (9:05 1% M), —

Residents of the towns of Scarborough,
I the Whitby, which
yesterdny were bambarded by German

Hartlepools and

the Hritish destrovers whieh | cruisers, resumed *ir ordinary occu-

the Germans at sea, the of- !pations to-day. The only Jdeparture

inguiries into the deaths that |from the regular routine was the ar-

had aecurred ashore were institutedl, |rival of erowds of camera-hearing

The Iinquest at Hartlepool was 8tart- | tourists, the return of those who hai

vd to-day, and it was officlally A= fed, and busy. mechanics at work re-
Hounced that the Inquirs inte the|pairing. damuke done by the shells,

denths at Searborough would open to- | The Mayor of Scarborough placarded

e } That at Whithy Ix aleo #x- | the walls with posters, advising the

pected o =2tart to-morrow | people to keep cool, but this hardly

- WNs neces ¥, for, hevond grief for

FINQUEST N PROGRESS Ithe loss of rriends and neighbors and

fthat

AT HARTLEPOOL
December 17 (via
M.).—An inquest he-
over the bodles of
victims of the German

HARTLEPOOL,
London, 11:05 P,
gan here to-day
seveéentiv-nine

| bombardment, killed in Hartlepool and

West Hartlepool,

In opening the court, the coroner sald
never before in English history
hitd an Inquest been held under simllar

| clreumstances, and that he hoped the
| veeaslon would never oceur again,

It was |

received here to-day, ‘e American
ehoonter Madeleine, from Havana to |
viulfpopt, o three-master of 463 tons,
iz a complete wreck. Her  eaptain
renched Mobile to-dap the erew hav- |
tng  been rescucd by fishing boat.
The Unlted States revenue cutter Wi-
nong  left port to-day to guard the
wreckige,  The four-masted schooner
Rlanche . Pendleton, 1,263 tons reg-
ister, Philadelphin and New Orleans,
wis floated by her own erew after
# day on the bewch. She is expected

to reach this port Friday for repairs.

HEARINGS END FOR PRESENT

Investigntion of Charges Agnlnst the S

Southern to lle Resumed in Januory,

WASHINGTON, December  17.—The

Senate committee investigating charges |

that the Southern Railway had “bottled
up” the Southwestern Virginln, Ten-
nessee and Kentucky coal ficld in the
interest of 1the *coal trust,' to-day
adjourned untll January 6.
U'pon resuming hearings, Mark Pot-
president of the Clinchfield Rall-
¥, will be allowed Lo crosgs-examine
. Frank . Wrlght, of Bristol, Tenn., who
has been on the witness stand several
days,

“The Clinehficld has bean lugzed into

these hearings by reflections on its
Integrity and ownarship, and I want an
apportunity to set thoe record right,”
Mr. Potter told the committee,

ALl e At s i dlan) g

The testimony brought to light some
pathetle coses, An old woman wans
picking up coal dropped from cars on
the railway embankment when she
wns killed by a shell. An old man and
his two daughters were starting break-
fast in the kitchen when a shell lilled
all thres,

A young woman went to the houwsa
of her aged mother, intending to con-

duct her to a place of safety. Enter-
Ing the passageway, she stumbled

ncross her mother's body. A shell had

plerced the roof and killed her. An
elderly man, who thought the gun-
firing was that of Britlsh ships at
practice, sat down unconcernedly to
breakfast. A shell earried away the
corner of his house, killing his two
grandechildren,

The verdict rendered by the coroner's |

jury was that the deaths of the
seventy-nine persons were due to bom-
bardment of the twin boroughe “by an
enemy, who under the cover of a dense
fog, fired shot and shell Into the towns,
killing many unarmed clviliana”

SUBJIECTED T0 ATTPACIK
UNDERl RULES op

NEW  YORK, December 17.—That
Hartlepool, Scarborough and Whithy,
the three English towns bombarded hy
German warships yesterday, are de-
fended places, and, therefore, subjected
to attack under the rules of war, 'is
the substance of n statement lssued
hern to-night by Captaln Franz wvon
"apen, millary attache of the (Ger-
man  embaegsy at Washington. The
statement follows:

“In reference to yesterdav's bom-
bardment of three English conat towns,
lartlepool, Seurborough and Whitby,
the German fleet, attentlon is re-
spectfully called to artlele 1 of The
Hague convention of Ostaber 18, 1907,
which says;

“*The hombardment by naval forces
of undefended ports, towns, villages,
dwellings or bulldings Is forhidden.*

“In concurrence with the report of
the English ofMeial press bureau, the
fact 13 eatablished that Hartlepool Is
fortifled, whlle Scarborough and Whit-
by are defended, ke all other Britlah
const places, either by regular troops,
condl guns or volunteers,

“Perm: mo to state In addition that
the hombardment of all Belginn coast
places, as Ostend, Nieuport, Zeebrugge,
ote., by the British-French navy did

wan

not tnke place because these places
Continued on Hecond Page.)
R G i FARA T 3, i i dl

ftlon they attracted, citizens went about
il:lu:ir business i natoral way., It
| will not bLie long before all marks of

the rvafire will be removeal,

The attitude of the people of Eng-
[land is much the same as that of the
| bombarded towns, There is no exelte-
{ment. and the only effect of the bom-
bardment is the demand that natural-
lzed Germans and those who have not
been naturalized shall be exeluded

from arens open to a sen attack,
elight boom in recrulting,
been slackening at the
Christmas.
WORTH TWO conpes
TO KITCHENER'S ARMY
The Right Hon., Thomas J. Mae-
Namara, parliamentary secretary to the
admiralty, sald the German raid was
waorth army corps 1o Kitchener's
ArImy.
| Itis believed that the German sgund-
ron  included ot least four battle
crulsers of the super-Dreadnought class
and two armored cruisers. The shell-
Ing of the Hartlepools and Secar-
borough was simultaneous, but Whithy

and a
which had
appronch  of

was visited ufter the warships had
[left the other towng, An inquest was
| begun to-day into the deiths of the
seventy-seven persons  Killed in the

Hartlepools, onid to-morrow n similar
Inguiry will begin touching the deaths
of the seventeen Searborough vietims,
There hua been some naval actlvity
on the part of the allies tn other parts
of the world., Dritish ships have been
bombarding the tiermans along the
Flanders coast, amil the Turks in the
Gulf of Saros, while the Russian Black
Sea fleet has sunk a German steamer
and an unidentitied vessel, supposed to
be a Turkish warship,
Austrin, it is reported,
training ship Heethoven,
wnr being usod for trg
would, have at lenst 2

hag lost the
which, ir It
ning purposes,
cadets aboard.,

NO AGRICULTURAL CENSUS

House Votesx to lepenl Low Providing
for It, Passed in 1000, =

WASHINGTON, December 17.-—The
House to-day voled to repeal the law
piasaed in 1909 providing for a va-yenr
agrieultural anl

! consus, struck from
'um legisintive, executive and judleinl
appropriation bl the $2,286,000 aslked

for to conduct it

of the Appropriations Committes, and
Repubillean Leader Mann led the fight
for repeal, declaring the census could

well he dispensed with n the Interests
of economy,

The repeal section was introdueed as
an amendment to the appropriation
il It passed, 72 to 50,

Chairman Fitzgerald told the House
that statisties already complled by the
Department of Agriculture were as
complete and more useful than any that

could be gathersd through an  agri-
cultural census. The Republicans voted
solldly for repeal,

PSS L e o 4

Is Pre- |

the little pride displayed at the atten- |

Chadrman Fitzgerald, |

AUTO BANDIT KILLED

IN DUEL WITH POLIGE:

isho:. to. Death  After . Sensational
i Three Hours of Crime {n
Cineclonatl,

GETS 13,100 FROM TWQ BANKS | ASKS RELEASE FROM CUSTODY

|Officers Believe That Frank G. Holl,
in His Wild Drives, Pussed Money
Along to Confederates—Search for
Woman Accomplice.

| CINCINNATI, December 17.—Frank

|
i
|
|
|

|
|
i

{G. Hohl, a notorious automoblle bandit, |

| was shot to death by pollcemen here

to-day, after a sensational three hours |

{of crime, which ineluded davlight rob-
Iberies of two Clneinnati banks, theft
of an automobile, and a plstol duel
with the polirve, resulting Iln wounds
to one oflficer thut are expected to prove
| fatal.

Thirteen thousand and one hundred
{dollars are missing as the result of the

ibank robberies, The police helieve that
Hohl, .in his wild automobile drives,
Imanaged to pass the muney along to
leonfedoerites,

Shortly after 10 o'clock this morning
Hohl entered the West End braonch of

the P'rovident Suwngs Bank and Trust |

Companuy, at Elghth and Freeman Av-
enue, fired two shots at Cashier Fil-
wird Hughes, scooped up $5,006 (i cur-
jrency and backed through the oor.
Jumping into a wiiting automaobile,
which had been stolen, ho quickly dis-
tappearad. Cashler Hughes fired after
him. but the shots did not take affect.
More than an hour Jater the bandit
jentered the Liberty Banking and Sav-
jings Company Bank, at Liberty and
i Freeman Avenue, ten blocks nwa y. fired
Itwo shots at Cashier George Winters,
{took $5,100 in currency, ran to his auto-
| mobils and again disappeared. The
(Bhots were so close to Winters that
ihe was powder burned, but he was un-
Vinjured.
BIRUSIIZS PAST OFFICERS,
FIRING AS

Almost two hours after the secoml

! robbery, Harry Ruckshorn, whose
i mother conducts an apnrtment house on
| West Ninth Street. told the police that

! HIE RUNS
|

in ecourt when the verdlet of guilty
was returned. 1t was rfurther alleged
that Frank did not have a falr and |
impartial trial, and that the State'
courts, hy the alleged denifal of his
ceonstitutional rights, lost Jurisdiction

'
|
|

Ia man answerlng to the deseription of |

tthe handit
vesterday., Three
‘the room. When
lrlour suddenty

had rented a room
policemen called nt
they knocked, the
was thrown open, and
Hohl brushed past the ofllcers, nring
asg he ran. Policeman Edward
| was probably fatally wounded.
Hohl again ran to his automoblle,
| which  was  standing at o near-by
jeorner, and bade fair to again moake
| Bood hils escape.  In rounding n corner,
however, the machine crushed into n
telegraph pole and wans wreeked., The
bandit jumped out and opened fire on
the two officers, who had pursued him.
iln the battle that followed Hohl fell
with four bullet wounds in his body,
| He dled shortly afterward at a los-
pital,
i Hohl was well known
who cluim he shot up an Altoona, Pa.,
hank on March 4, was arrested. and
[ while helng conveyed to the Plittsburgh
jnll, threw a cup of coffee In his
guard’'s face and  escaped. He was
| again eaptured, but subsequently es-
Peaped from the Hollidayshurg, Pa., inidl,
| Tle was wanted, authorities declure, for
wdlamond robbery in Kansas Clty, Mo.,
a yenr ago, whare he had assumed the
| name of MHowe. The police say Ioh)
usunlly had a woman confederate, nnil
search Is belng muade for her.

STEEL HEADS CONFER

of Wnee Schedule for
Ing Yenr to He Declded.,

{ NEW YORK, Decembor |7,
i prosidents of the leading subsidinries
of the United States Steel Corporation

there

Lo the police,

! (tuecstion Com-

| began i two-daye session here to-qd
{ Mlbert 1. Gruy and other prominent
ofMeinls of the parent company

present. No detadls of the procecdings

were  made publie, but It was un-
officially  stated Lhat more encourage-
ment was felt over trade pruspects,

Knuoul |

Phe (MWHE Inspeet Great Naval

were | or April next

,_

A View afire Spa. Grounds

Irashionable English watering resort on the English coast,
| been shelled by & Gernmian fleet, muking a sudden dash ne

District Court Fetition for Writ

of Habeas Corpus.

Allege That Prisoner Did Not Have
Fair and Impartial Trial, and That |

200 miles from London and directly opposite Kiel, the German naval base. which has
ross the North Sea.

ANOTHER EFFORT T0 5
LIFE OF LEO M. FRANK

Attorneys File With: Clerk of U, 8.

AVE

GERMAN SHILORS CHEER

15 WATERS COVER THEM

E ‘
|
|

Crew on Von S_p_'e_&!n_--F} hip Pre-
serves Formation, as Doomed |
Vessel Goes Down. '

ALL REFUSE TO SURRENDER
| Kaiser's Uruisers, Sunk Off Falkland

i\  Islands on December 8, Taken Un-

Constitutional Rights Were Vio-| awares by British at Time When
Iated. Neither Side Expects Encounter.
- |
ATLANTA, GA.. Devember !T.-—-At—? BUENOS AIRES, December 17.—The
torneys for l.eo M., Frank, under nnn-:(:i-rmun crulsers sunk oft the Fallk-
tence to dle on January 22 for the |land Islands on Deczmber 8, apparently
murder here In April, 1918, of Mary  Were taken unawares by the British atc

Phagan, late to-day filed with the eclerk

of the U'nited States

District Court

n

writ of habeas corpus,

Frank's

petition for a
asking the release of Frank from cus-
tody.

The petitton alleges  that
constitutiona! rlghts were violated, and

he way convicted without due pro-

cess of law, In that he was not present

i his case
the verdict

Frank's
Federnl .
sent the
Gener

attorneys
lge W. 1.
petition.

to

prior to the rendering of
il the passing of sentence,
appeared
Newman
Reeause Solicltor-
al Hugh M. Dorsey was unable to

before
proe- |

be present, Judge Newman would take

no action on the matter, but sald he
would hear the petitlon next Satur-
day morning.

Newman
could

shonuld
appeal

deny
to the

anted.
“boisterous
courtroom

The petition
crowd™
during Frani's

ed, while those In the
plavded in a manner audibl
the court and the jury.”
“The excitement within
the courtroom Aungust
petition adds, “was 50
cauEe apprehension in
cour! ax to whether
aafely contimued

that

Frank's attorneys claim that If Judge
tha writ,
United States
oreme Court, and that the State would
oo simlar recourse If the writ werne
recites
surronnded
trinl,
thint whenever the State scored a point, !
the erowd outside *‘cheered and shout-
courtroom
hoth

Frank

Su-

the

ap-
Lo

ind without

11"
appurent
the mind of the
the trinl eould be
that day, and 1

the

ns to

refore

dectding upon an adjournment the pre-

Ta
in

Judge,
beneh and

siding
th:

5. Hoan,
the

while
presence of

upon
the

Jury, conferred with the chief of police
of Atlnnta and the colonel of the Pifth

Georgina Regiment,

On  the last day
petltion charges, the
ferred with two of
and referred to the
of wvlolenee that Frank

of the

trinl,
trianl judges
Frank's
probable
and

the
con-

Inwyers,

danger
his

k-

torneys would Incur if they were pres-
rendered,

verdiet
for

ent when a
should it be
agrecment,
“The Judge
counsel Lo agree
be present when
dered and the
tion tecites,
1t is clalmed
Ing of this
not consent

wia
acqulttal

that Frank
the vaordict
Jjury polled,”

that
ngresment;

to belng absent

or

then requested

!

dia-

Frank's

need

not

WnAH ren-
Lhe

Frank knew
that

h

and

potl-

noth-
e did
iid

not walve his right to he present when
buring

the  verdiet
the polling
alleges, the

Wik
of the jury,
demonstrations

announcod,

hy

the petition

the

erowd within and without the court-
responses

room were 30 loud
of the Jurors were
fleulty ten feel away.

that the
heard

with

dif-

DANIELS TO VISIT HAWAII

Drey Dock at

itlon and
Pearl Harbor,

WASHINGTON, Decomber 17.——Secre-
tary Daniels, of the nnvy, expeets to
visgit the Inwnilan Islands in Mareh

yvear, following his viait
to the Panama-Pueifle Exposition,

He

wlll Inspeet the great naval sfation and

dry doek nt Pearl

Harbor, and

prob-

jably will make the trip on a warship,

pall

AL

ik

and |

n tlme when neither side wns expect-

iing an encounter. First detalled aec-
leounts of the battle, which reached
[here to-day from Puerto Gallegos,
il'ul:u;nnln. say the Germans were on
| thelr way o seize the Falkland
Uslands, British possessions, when they
L enme unexpectedly upon a lone firitish
| warship. Other members of the Drit-
ish fleet, which were taking on sup-

plies from the islands, quickly closed
ln, and the fate of Admiral von Spee's
squadron soon was senled,

The story of the battle was told by
passengers on the British  steamer
Gris which arrived at I'unta Arenas
from Callio, Chile. They say that the
Giermans fought bravely to the end,
reven the colliers refusing to surrender.
Losses of the BRritish were placed at
elght men,

It wns n formidable British squadron
which faced the Germans, Tncluded In
It were the battleship Canopus, the bat-
tle cruisers Invinelble and Inflexible
and the cruisers Kent, Cornwall, Car-
narvon, Bristol and Glasgow., The Ger-
man squadron conslsted of the five
cruisers Scharnhorst, Gneisenau, Lelp-
zlg, Nurnberg and Dresden,

The British squadron arrived at Port
Stanley, Falkland Islands, on December
16 to take on supplies. The next morn-
ing the Canopus, guarding the entrance
to the port, sighted a hostile warship.
Four others

quickly came Into view,
and were recognized as the squadron
of Admirnl von Spee. The German

warshipa had left the Chilean Islands
of Juan Fernnndez on November 15 to
take possession of the Falkland Telands
l.ln-i destroy the wireless statlon.
OTHER WARSIHIEPS RUSH
O AID OF CANOPUS
Only the Canopus was visible at first

to the Germans, mul they steamed
strajght at her. The Canopus opened
fire, amd the other British wirships

rushed to her asslstance

The Scharnhorat, Gnelsenau and Leip-
zig formed in battle lne, and the
Nurnberg and Dresden dropped back,

RUSSIANS RETIRE. ON WHOLE FRONT:
~ THREATENED ON BOTH FLANKS

INNEW POSI
BETTER 10 MEET
NEXT ONSLAUGHTS

Another Big Battle Soon
May Be in Progress
in Poland.

1ONS

| WILL HAVE IMPORTANT

BEARING ON NEXT STEP

| Likely to Decide Whether Ger-

mans Are to Get to Warsaw or
Muscovites Invade Germany.

NO MARKED GAINS IN WEST

| Apparent Allies Still on Offensive
From Coast to Labassee and
at Other Points.

Victory Over Russians
- Claimed by Germans

ERLIN Is celebrnting news from
Polond of what i termed “one
of the greatest victories In hintory.”
Herlln headgquarters announces that
'] the Russlans have been clearly
|| heaten, nnd that the Huossian offen-
|| mlve aganinat Sllesin acd Posen has
been hroken. A general retrent of
the HRussions In Poland, with the
Giermansy in pursualt, Is clalmed.
In contradiction to this, the lateat
official communication In Petrograd
i| decinren that the Russinn cavalry
and vanguard troops nre “chaxing
energeticnlly the heatens Germans'
| in the direction of Mlawa.

Both wides clalm eaptures of
prisoners, the Germans a large num

i ber. 4
| From Waraaw comes word that

- e 3

lles  wren 1y
:““:_u:“? nbllshed It
nirai¢kilc  poaltion, ‘and that dea-
perate fAghting s In progress, with
| reinforcementa pouring Into hothk
I Germans and Ruosslans.

great bottle Is in progreas thirty
tha

| In Belglum and France the allles
are careying on offennive operations,
begun a few days ago, slowily and
ntendlly. Progress is noted [n the
French officinl statement, and it is
helleved Infantry on the two sides
of the western battle front have
come to grips at many places, the
namber of wounded Indleating the
deaperate nnture of the struggle.

Further detalls (rom
consut townsn bombarded
man squadron disclose
lng number of victlmy., At the two
Haortlepools nlone the numhber in
now oflicinlly announced at eighty-
two, with 250 wouunded. At Scar-
borongh seventeen were killed, and
it is thought the full cosuslty list
hay not yet been mnde ouil. One
Niritikh Hght crulver and a torpedo-
bont destroyer, which engnged the
Germuny, lost five men killed and
n number wounded.

That the German ships were hit
severnl times by the English coast
batteriesn v nnnounced officinlly at
Berlin, but it Ix asserted that the
domage wns slight,

the Englinh
by the Ger-
an increan-

Auntriz follows up the German
anonouncement of a victory In Po-
land by the statement that the Runs-
Alana are retiring along the whole
front In bhoth CGalicia and Polund,
and It I8 powssible thikx may meon
the withdrawal of the Investing
forces of Hossin from Przemyul.

Egypt has been proclaimed a Brit-
inh protectorate, =nd Lieutenant-
Colonel Sir Arthur Henry MeMahon
has heen appointed high commin-
mloner.

LONDOXN, December 17 (10:50 P. M.).
—*"The Russians are retiring along the

entire front in Galicia and Poland.”
I This statement, officially issued at
Vienna, Is the outstanding fenture of

| to-night's news from the battle fronts.

While there is no confirmation from
other sources, such a move on the part
of the Russians would be in line with
the announcements in Petrograd dis-
patehes, that the Russians, threatened
on both flanks, had declded to take
jup new posltlons, where they could
bhetter meet the Austro-German on-
i alaughts from the Carpathlans to the
East I'russian frontier,

Should the Austro-German armies, as

| serious menace to German territory I«

Mo AR i et s on previous occaslons, follow the Rus-
o q:;:l ‘Ltfllf“:‘i'i '"""\“:"'lt.' ': _“"i:; fire | yians tn Poland, another big battle will
| on I T :.\!n mr'ﬂl. Admiral von Spee's lsoon bLe In progress. which may de-
| fngship. When it became evident that | olde whether the Germans are to get
1""" wan doomed, her orew assembled [y o aearenw or iwhether tha Russlans
jon the forward deck, fThe Seharnhorst| i, again to threaten an Invaslon of
: refused to surrender, and, after an li'-‘:'rm‘m_s'

. 1 " + -
[our's flghting, plunged beneath the |~ yhe Russian delay In fulfilling ex-
waves,  The crew preserved its torma- | - » F
i.lmn a8 the ship went down, and cheered | P! gtations uthat they i would provaiia

as the waters cloged about them.

| The Glaspow engaged the Letpzi
fond sank  her. The dnelsenau  went
down eighty miles from Port Stanley,

The Nurnherg attempted to ecscape, hut
after o pursuit of two hours was sunk.
The Carnarvon pursiued the Dresden,
but was not swift enough to overhaul
her,
After

1 the battle, the British pleked
jup 194 Germans, Including a few of-
| fiears.  OFf thess, 100 were from the
rerews of thy two German colliers. An
opportunity to surrender wns offered
the colliers. but It was refused, and
they were sunk,

The erulser Cornwall was damnaged

slightly below the water line.

None of
the other

btiritish warshlps was «dam-

aged.

i tn - December 10 funeoral services
were held by the squadron for the
elght Brltish satlors killed.

The British admiralty report of the
battle stuted that only saven men of
the Britiah squadron lost their lives.

Ldlsappoluting

the peoples of the
lled ecountries,

but military men ex-
i11r--xm the view that it Is hetter for
Russin to fNght i{n her own territory,
where means of communlentions would
be more on an equality,

ATPARENT THAT ALLIES
STILL, ON OFFENSIVE
The German and Frenech oMelal qom-
munleations do not dlsclozse much of
what I8 golng on In the west but It
1s apparent that the allies are still
on the offensive from the coast to
Labassee and at other polnts. While
no marked advances are reported, the
French clalm progress, and to have
organized the ground they galned dur-
ing the preceding days. The Germans,
on the other hand, assert that the
aliles’ attacks have been repulsed.
From the number of wounded reach-
Ing the hosapltals of both ifhe Germans
and the allles, It Is evident that the
fighting In Flandera to-day was mare
severe than shown In the oMclal state-
ments. Correapondents report that the

al-

¢




